Day 10 — Wednesday 28 October
From Despair to Hope

UNITED IN PRAYER
14 DAYS OF PRAYER

Jonah 3:9 (NIV)
“Who knows? God may yet relent and with compassion turn from his fierce anger so that we will not perish.”

There is a meteor heading straight for earth. We can all see it barrelling through the sky. Our hope is
waning as gravity begins to feel more like an enemy than an ally. There’s nothing our human hands can
do. All hope is lost. The end is imminent. Brace for impact.
Dramatically, this is where the people of Nineveh were standing - on that meteor intended ground,
waiting for the end to come. We find these wicked people now desperately bracing for the impact of
God’s fierce anger. They’ve been brought low, lying in sackcloth, faithfully following their dusy king's order
to repent in the small chance that God may relent and that they would not perish. We see a people with
contrite hearts repenting of their sin, asking each other, “who knows?” Here, on the ground, is a glimmer
of hope present in dusty despair. How could looking into the face of their sin suddenly stir the question,
“Who knows, God may relent with compassion...?”
The Ninevites were able to find hope that in their imminent death sentence they may be spared by the
hand of a God they had not known.
The author Soong-Chan Rah writes, “How God feels and acts toward us does not arise from our ability to
behave in a certain way, but upon his fidelity to his own word and his unwavering loyalty.” The God of
Israel was not Nineveh's covenant God, but there was a chance He would spare them if they turned from
their wickedness.What about us? Do we know His character enough to confidently answer, “who knows?”
Church, if He would relent for a people who were not under His covenant, how much more confident can
we be that He will have compassion on us if we answer His call to repent?
So, the question is now turned to us, “who knows?” May our hearts confidently proclaim, we do! Let hope
earnestly push our prayers and repentance forward because our God is compassionate. Lamentations
3:20 reminds us, “Yet I call this to mind, and therefore I have hope: Because of the Lord’s faithful love we
do not perish.”
God sent His Son and relented from our judgment. With compassion, he turned his fierce anger towards
the cross so that we will no longer perish. We know! Hope - it’s so easy to miss if we look to the character
of our world and not the character of our faithful, compassionate, just God.
Right now, in this time of “who knows?” in our world, let us remember our God is faithful to His covenant
(Jeremiah 31:31-34, John 3:16, Hebrews 8). He is faithful to turn from his fierce anger. Hear this, oh child
of God, we will not perish at the hands of our Father. Let your hope arise from the ashes of your
circumstances because our hope is in a covenant-remembering God who is steady and sure, who was
faithful to send us His Son and who is faithful to be with us now, even to the end of the age. Don’t
despair in your sin or in the pain of what tomorrow might bring. Hope in the knowledge of who God is.

For Reflection and Prayer
What is an area of life right now where you’re tempted to have despair?
How does this story encourage hope into your despair, knowing that your God relents with
compassion and turns from his fierce anger?
Meditate on this verse today and let it preach hope to your despair:
“Remember my affliction and my homelessness, the wormwood and the poison. I continually
remember them and have become depressed. Yet I call this to mind, and therefore I have hope:
Because of the Lord’s faithful love we do not perish, for his mercies never end. They are new
every morning; great is your faithfulness! I say, “The Lord is my portion, therefore I will put my
hope in him.” The Lord is good to those who wait for him, to the person who seeks him. It is good
to wait quietly for salvation from the Lord.” Lamentations 3:19-26
Suggested Prayer Rhythm (as the Spirit leads):
Up:
Adoration - praise God’s character; acknowledge his attributes; describe his beauty,worship him
as Savior -- with Thanksgiving!
In:
Examination - Acknowledge that we are saved through Christ but still wrestle with the flesh
(Romans 7:21-23)
Confession - Confess ways we have sinned against God (1 John 1:8-9; Malachi 7:18-19)
Repentance - Resolve to turn from our ways to align with and obey God (Psalm 51)
Out:
Intercession - On behalf of families, communities, and our nation to repent and return to the Lord
(Ezekiel 22:30-31; Daniel 9; Joel 2:12-14)
For revival and spiritual awakening to start in the churches
Suggested Worship Song Let these songs take you from despair to hope by reminding you of His
character:
Reason to Sing -- All Sons and Daughters
Promises -- Maverick City Music

