Day 1—Monday 19 October

UNITED IN PRAYER
14 DAYS OF PRAYER

A “Nineveh Moment”

Jonah 3:5 (NIV)“The Ninevites believed God. A fast was proclaimed, and all of them, from the greatest to the least put on sackcloth.”

In the book of Jonah, God does something unusual. He directs his prophet, Jonah, to go, physically, to the
pagan city of Nineveh to proclaim his message to it—a message of God’s righteous judgment (1:1; 3:4).
Once the reluctant prophet finally obeys, goes to Nineveh, and proclaims God’s message, the Ninevites’
respond immediately (3:5-6).
Why is it important, as we begin our 14-day journey of fasting and prayer, to consider this biblical
example? What does it mean to live in a “Nineveh Moment”? What does this look like for us today? The
next 14 days and after?
Let’s consider again the Ninevites’ response. It was immediate and also astounding: this pagan, warmongering, violently cruel people believe God and humble themselves before him. Their example stands
in stark contrast to Israel, God’s covenant people, who, with all the prophets’ messages of God’s
impending judgment yet willingness to relent if they will turn back to him, does not respond to God like
this.
In essence, the Ninevites do what Israel refuses to do—seize the moment offered them by God. They
hear the prophet’s message (3:4), they believe that God will do what he says he will do, and they act on
this God-given opportunity at this specific moment in time: they humble themselves before God, fast,
mourn, pray, and repent. In doing this, they hope that “God may yet relent and with compassion turn
from his fierce anger so that we will not perish” (3:9).
Why might a pagan people respond to the God of Israel this way? Tim Keller in his book, The Prodigal
Prophet, notes that “Historians have pointed out that about the time of Jonah’s mission, Assyria had
experienced a series of famines, plagues, revolts, and eclipses, all of which were seen as omens of far
worse things to come. Some have argued that this was God’s way of preparing the ground for Jonah” (p.
85). Keller also points out the limits of the Ninevite response. They repent by changing their behavior
(giving up “their evil ways and their violence,” v. 8c), for a time. But they do not enter into a covenant
relationship with Yahweh. Nonetheless, God is merciful to the Ninevites’ response to him (Keller, p. 90;
Jonah 3:10).
With these things in mind, what can we learn from the Ninevites? How can we live in a “Nineveh Moment”
and beyond?
Like the Ninevites, we can look up to see God at work: a global pandemic along with the isolation,
loneliness, fear, anxiety, depression etc. people are experiencing. The outcry over racial injustice in our
country, which has brought both peaceful protests and violent riots. A looming presidential election that
is highlighting an ever-growing political divide among Americans over the future of this country. How
might God be preparing the ground for us, his new covenant children, to sow, water, and reap a harvest
for him?

Like the Ninevites, we also can, and need to, look in. Now is our opportunity, our moment, to spend the
next 14 days ahead of our national presidential election humbling ourselves before God, fasting,
mourning, praying, repenting of our own sin as well as our nation’s sins.
Unlike the Ninevites, we desire to move out. May we not settle for temporary, behavioral change but
seek transformation through the renewing of our minds that leads to being conformed to the image of
God’s Son through the work of the Holy Spirit in us. We also desire to go out. May we see fields that are
ripe for harvest and participate in Jesus’ mission to “make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have
commanded you”(Matthew 28:19-20). Looking forward to journeying with you to the heart of God over
the next 14 days.

For Reflection and Prayer:
How are we in a “Nineveh Moment” in our country, our communities, our families?
Prayerfully consider: “How will I respond to and participate in this God-given opportunity to humble
myself and seek God’s mercy on behalf of my family, community, country over the next 14 days and
beyond?”
Suggested Prayer Rhythm (as the Spirit leads):
Up:
Adoration - praise God’s character; acknowledge his attributes; describe his beauty,worship him
as Savior -- with Thanksgiving!
In:
Examination - Acknowledge that we are saved through Christ but still wrestle with the
flesh(Romans 7:21-23)
Confession - Confess ways we have sinned against God (1 John 1:8-9; Malachi 7:18-19)
Repentance - Resolve to turn from our ways to align with and obey God (Psalm 51)
Out:
Intercession - On behalf of families, communities, and our nation to repent and return to theLord
(Ezekiel 22:30-31; Daniel 9; Joel 2:12-14) For revival and spiritual awakening to start in the
churches
Suggested Worship Song (or as the Spirit leads):
Broken Vessels (Amazing Grace) -- Hillsong
Give Us Clean Hands - Charlie Hall

